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down as deposits in the sea, yet they are entirely devoid of
all forms of organic remains. This absence of fossils may
possibly be due to the fact that the Cuddapah and
Kurnool formations were laid down at a period in the
Earth's history even older than that of the oldest of known
fossiliferous deposits, possibly at a time when animals
possessed no hard structures suitable for preservation as
fossils. On account of the supposed great age of these
formations in India, they have been grouped together under
the name Purana, a term which not only indicates the fact
that they are very much older than our familiar fossiliferous
formations, but also suggests that they are very much
younger than the Archaean schists and gneisses on which
the Cuddapah and Kurnool sediments rest; for, whilst the
Puranas are reckoned as old among Hindu literature, they
are in effect the reconstituted products of the still more
ancient Vedas.
There is another great gap in the geological record
between the time during which the Cuddapah and Kurnool
formations were laid down, and the period in which the
next succeeding deposits were formed. These latter form
a part of the Gondwana system, which is more con-
spicuously developed in the northern portions of Peninsular
India, where it includes the most valuable coal seams in
the country. In the Madras Presidency the only repre-
sentatives of the Gondwana system are small patches of
shales and sandstones preserved in the Trichinopoly dis-
trict, near Madras, in various parts of the Nellore district,
and near the Godavari delta. The Gondwana system,
where fully developed in North Peninsular India, is divided
into two portions, the lower of which contains the principal
coal seams, while the upper division, composed largely of
sandstones and shales, is practically devoid of valuable
coal It is the upper division which is mainly represented
along the east coast Most of the rocks belonging to this